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(3) | 
To the Honourable | 


William Penn Eſq. 
Proprietor and Governour | 


PENSYLV ANIA. 


HONOUARD £1 & | 
'T*: the Frieadfhip, with which you are nable, for a truly Virtuons Mind, whoſe inward 


ed to honour me, doth afford me Peace is founded apon thatRock of Tnnocence,to deſ- - 
ufficient opportunities of Diſcourſing piſe 'the emycy noiſe of popular Reproach,yet even -- 
with you upon any Subjet, yet T that Sublimity of Spirit may ſometimes ſwell to a 
chaſe rather. at this time to offer unto you, in reprorable Exceſs. To be teadyand immoreable ia 
Writing, ſome refletions which have occur'd to «he proſecution of wiſe and honeſt Reſolutions, by 
my Thoughts, in a matter of no common Impo:- all honeſt and prudent means, is indeed a Duty 
b Importance of it doth pripmzily and that admits of 'no exception. But nevertheleſs it 
direRly reſpe& your ſelf,” and your own private _— to hiader that ,at the ſame time,there be 
Cancernments : But it alſo coulſcquentially and alſe a due care taken of preſervinga fair Reputati- 
effetually regards the King, bis Government, and On. A good Name, ſays the Wile Man, is better 
even thepeace aud fectiement of this whele Nation. then 4 Precious Oywment, It isa Perfume that re- 
T intreat you cherefore to bear with me, if I en- commends the Perſon whom {it accompanies, that 
deayous ia this manner, te give ſomewhat mere procures him every where an eaſy Acceptance, 
weight unto 9. would be in a tranſtient and that faxilitates theSucc eſs of all his Enterpriſes. - 
ÞPifcourſe, leare them with you as a Subje&t And for that reaſon,tho' therewere no ether,lintreat 
that requires your retired Conſideration. you to obſerve, that the care of a Mans Reputati- - 
You are net ignorant that the part you areſup=-. on is an-effensial part of that very ſame Dury 
poſed to have had of late Years in publick Aﬀairs, that ingages him in the purſuit of any worthy - 
tho without cither the Title, or Honour, os Pro» Deſign. 
+ of any, Publick Office, and that eſpeciall Bat I maſt not. entertain you with a Declama- 
your avowed endeavours to introduce amongſt tion upon this general Theme. My: buſineſs is * 
un. 2 general and inviolable Liberty of Conſcience to repreſentto you, more particularly, thoſe very ' 
i matters of Meer Religion, have occaſioned the Imputations which are caft upon your Self, toge-- 
miſtakes of ſome Men, provoked the malice of o- ther with ſome of their evident Conſequences ; * 
thers, and, in the end, have raiſed againſt you a that," if poſible, 1 may thereby move you to la- 
multitade of Enemies, who have unworthily bour after a Remedy. The Source of all ariſes 
dfamed you with ſuch Imputations as I am ſure - from the ordinary Acceſs you have uito the King, - 
you abhor. This I know you have been ſutficient= the Credit you are ſuppoſed to have with Him, and ' 
Of —_— off,” tho'1 doubt you have not made the deep jealouſy that ſoine People hare conceived 
ent refletion upon it. The Conſc jouſneſs of - of His Tatenticns in reference to Religion, Their 
your own Innocence ſeems to me to have given you louſy is, that his Aim has been to ſettle Popery ' 
too great a contempt of fuckunjult and ill-grounded- 1a this Nation, not enely in a fair and fecure Li- 
Slanders, For however glorious. it is, and reaſo- - b:rty, but even ina — Superioricy 0- 
- Yer: . 
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ly affected; ns oe i 
them, as.you are ſaid to have can” happ 
none 4 an ablute Fapift. That is the di 
. Charge. But chat is Your: Poft is doo 
- confiderable for a Papilt of aa ordinary form : and 
therefore you muſt be « Jeſuit. Nay to confirm 
- that Su cltion,tonpnlÞ 00 Sronpped wa ge the 
. circumſtances that may belt give it an Air 07 Pro- 
bability ; as that you have been bred at St. Omers, 
- inthe Jeſuits Co that you have taken Or- 
ders at Rome, and there obtained a Difpenſation 
: to Marry ; and that you have, fince then, frequent- 
ly officiated asa Prieft, inthe Celebration of the 
Maſs, at Ubite-H#el, St. Fumes's, and other Viaces. 
And this being admitted, ing can be tos black 
-tocaſt npon you». Whatſcever 1s amiſs ei- 
- therin-Church or State, tho vever io contrary 
: to your Advice, is bo attributed to it. 
if other Proofs fail Scriptare it ſelf 
- muſt be brought in to confirm, Tha whoſeever of- 
it; in one Point, ( in a Point eſpecially ſo effen. 
tial as that of our too-much-aftefted Uniformity ) 
v6 guilty of the Breach of all our Laws. Thus the 
| Charge of Popery draws after it a Tail, like the 
'_ Fr-cata«-Oath, and, by endleſs Innuendo's, pre- 
| -judicates you as guilty of whatſoever Malice can 
| -10vent, or Folly believe. But that Charge therefore 
being removed, the Inferences that are drawn 


- from it will vaniſh, and your Re i100 will ea- 
| ÞfMyreturntoits former Brightneſs. 
| Now, that 1 may the more perſwnade 


- you to apply ſome Remedy to this Diſcale, Ibe- 
ſeech you, Sir, ſuffer me to lay befare you ſome of 
- its pernicious Conſequences.It js no trifling matter 
for a Perſon raiſed, as you are, above the common 
level, to lie under the Prejudice of ſo general a 
Miſtake, in-ſo Important a Matter. The general, 
revalency of any Opinion gives 
pecially amongſt the Vulgar, that 
is not eaily ſhaken. And as it happens that you 


have alſo Eaemics of a higher Rank, who will be - 


ready to improve ſuch popular Miſtakes, by all 
forts of malicious Artifices, It muſt be taken for 
granted that thoſe Errors will be thereby Rtill 
. more confirmed, and the Inconveniencies that may 
ariſe from thence no leſs increaſed. This, Sir, I 
afiore you, is a melancholy Proſpett ro your 
Friends, For we know you have ſuch Encmics. The 


prempts-your Friends te delire of you 
GC Henour, which truc 
on does not extinguiſh, requires you to 
Pardon, I iatreat you, vir, the £ 
theſe Erprefhons ; nay 
fence , to expoſtulate with you 
I am fearful left theſe 
ons, ſhould aothave their duc wei 
and therefore 1 canhot omit ts 
ſome more Conſequences of 
lar Reproach. I have faid it 
King, hire Honour, His G 
Peace and Settlement 


alſo 


vpon you, has reflefted y 
ving made uſe, in that Aﬀair, 
ſonage 


diſappoint this poor Nation of that inefti 
Happineſs, and Eftabliſhmenc, whi 
rſwaded you deligned, and which all 
Care ® ould i i ly LA 
| wouldio W 
wiſh this Confideration ' js 


conſtantly given, of the of your Prin. 


at that abundant Evidence, which I know you have 
ciples to thoſe of the the Oppoliea afyoer Pris 


Le Regard there has been kad um its If an open. 


ſuffer me, without Of" 
alictle farther. ' 

Cenfiderati.. 
with youu. 


feffion of the direfteſt tion againſt Po- 
, that hasever appeared in the World, fince 
was firſt diſtinguiſhed from common Chri- 
ity, would ſerve the turn, this cannot be de- 
t0-all thoſe of that Society, with which you 
joyned in the Duties of Religious Worſhip. 
to have maintained the Priuciples of that Society, 
frequent and fervent Diſcourſes, by many ela- 
te Writings, by ſoffering Ignominy, Impriſon- 
nt,/and other manifold Diladvantages in defence 
reof, can be:admitted as any proot of -your fin- 
Adherence thereunto , this, it is evident to 
World, you have done already. Nay further, 
to have enquired as far as was poſhble for you, 
o the particular Stories that have been framed 
ginit you, and to have ſought all means of re- 
ying the Miftakes upon which they were 
ounded, could ig any meaſure” avail to the ſet- 
z a trae CharaRter af you in mensJudgments,this 
Tillotſon. alſo i know you have done. For I have 
ſeen under the Hand of a Reverend 

an-of our Engli/bChurch,a full acknowledgement 
'Satisfattion received from you, in a ſuſpiciou he 
ad entertained, upon one of thoſe Stories, and to 
dich his Report had procured too great Credit. 
d though 1 know you are ayerſe to the publiſh- 
g of his Letter withaut his expreſs leave, and 
haps may not now think fit to askit ,, yet I am 

þ thoroughly aflured of his Sincerity and Candor, 
at I cannot doubt but he has already vindicated 
bu in that matter, and will ( according to his Pro- 
iſs ) be till ready to do it upon all Occafions. 
y, I have ſeen alſo your Juſtification from ano- 
her Calumay of common Fame, about your ha- 
ig kidnapp'd one who had been formerly a Monk, 
of your American Province, ,to deliver him 
into the Hands of his Enemies; 1 ſay, I have 
en your Juſtification from that Story under that 
gerions own Hand:. And his return to Pexſhluania, 
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Confutation of it, to any that will take the pains te 
inquire thercinto. 

keally it afits me very much to.confider that. 
all this does not ſuffice, 1f 1 had not that parti- 
cular reſpet for you, which 1 ſincerely profeſs, * 
yet I could not but be much affected, that any 
man who had deſervedly acquired fo fair a Repu. 
tation as you have formerly had, whoſe Integri 
and Veracity had always been” reputed tle, 
and whoſe Charity had beemcontinually :<xerciled 
in- ſerving others, 'at the dear expence of Kits 
Time, his Strength, and his Eſtate, without any 
other Rerompence than what reſukss from the 
conſciouſneſs of doing geod , I ſay, I could not but 
be much affetted to any ſuch Perſon fall, in- 
nocently and undeſervedly, under ſuch unjuſt Re- 
proaches as you have done... It is a hard caſe, and 
I think no man, that has ahy Bowels of Humanity, 
can refle&_upon it wi great Relentings. 

Since therefore it is fo, and that ſomething re- 
mains yet to be done, ſomething more expreſs, 
and eſpecially more publick, than has yet been 
doge for your Vindieation, I beg of you, Dear 
Sir, by all the tender Efficacy that Friendſhip, ci- 
ther mine, or that of all your Friends and Relati- 
ons tegether, can have upon you ; by the. due Re» 
gard which Humanity and even Criftianiey ob- 
liges you to have to your Reputation ; by the Duty 
you owe unto the King; by your Love unto the 
Land of your Nativity ; and by the Cauſe of Uni- 
verſal Religion and- Eternal Truth ; Let not the 
Scandal uf Infincerity, that 1 have hinted at, lye 
any longer upon you ; but let the >enſe of alltheſe 
Obligations perkade you to gratifie your Friends ' 
and Relations, and to ſerve your King, your 
Country, and your Religion, by ſuch a publick 
Vindication of your Honour as your own Prudence, : 
upon theſe Suggeftions, will now ſhew you to be. 
moſt-neceflary and moſt expedient. 1 am, with. 


re he now reſides, may be .an irreſragable. nafeigned and moſt reſpe&ful AﬀeRion, .. 


Honoured S ir, 


Tour moſt humble and 


Bi: moſt obedient Seruants 


Mr. 


—— 
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Mr. PENN 


Worthy Friend, 


T is. now above twenty Years, I 
thank God, that I have not been very 
ſolicitous what the World theught of 
me. For ſince I have had the Know- 
ledge of Religion from a Principle in my 
Self;the firſt and main Point with me, 
has been to. approve my Self in the 

." fight of God, throngh Patience and 
Welldoing : ſo that the World has not had weight 
enongh with me, to ſuffer its good Opinion to 
raiſe me, or its ill Opinion tedejet me. And if 
that had been the only Motive or Confideration, 
and not the defire of a zood Friend, in the name 
of many others. 1 had been as filent to 
thy Letter, asI uſeto be to the Idle and Maliti- 
ous Shams of the Times. But as the Laws of 

Friendftip are ſacred with thoſe that value that 

Relation, ſo I confeſs this to be a Principle One 

with me, .not to deny a Friend the ſattisfaftion he 

dcfires, when it may be done without effence to a 

good Conſcience. 

The Baſineſs chiefly in{ifted upun, is my Pope- 
pery, and endeavours to promote it. I do ſay then, 
and that with all Sincerity, that I am not only no 
Feſuit, but no Papiff. And which is more, I never 
had any Temptation upon me to be it, either from 
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donbts in my own mind about the way I profeſs, ut fa 
from the diſcourſes or writings of any ofthatReligj 

on. Aad in the Preſence ofAlmighty God 1 do ded Y* 
clare, that the King did never once, direfly off ©* 
indirettly, attack me,or tempt me apon that Subj ® 
jet, the many Years that I have had the Advand.th* 
tage of afree Acceſs to him ; ſo unjuſt, as well < 
ſordidly falſe, areall thoſe Storys of the Town. 


The only Reaſon, that | can apprehend, th aff 
have to repute me a Roman Catholick, is, ny" 
frequent geing to Whitehall; a place no more for - 

$ 


bid to me than to the reſt of the World, who yet 9 
it ſeems, find muck fairer Quarter. I have almoſ Hi: 
continuallyhad one Buſineſs or other there for ouff £2! 
Friends,whom 7 ever ſerved with a ſteady Solicitz] 3c 
tion,thro all times ſince I was of theirCommunioal fr 
I had alſo a great many perſonal good Offices ta 
do upon a Principle of Charity , for People of i B * 
perſwafions ; thinking it a Duty to.improve thi ſay 
little Intereſt T had, for the good of thoſe thi O* 


needed it, eſpecially the Poor. 1 might ad} Y*! 
ſomething of my own Affairs too; though I mul ©? 
own, ( if I may without vanity) that So har} 


ever had the leaſt ſhare of my Thoughts or Pain: ] 
of elſe they would not have Rtill depended as they ** 
yet dQs 'fer, 


F 


"But becauſe ſotne' People are ſe unjuſt as ® 
?der . Inſtances for my Popery (or Fipocri(y rather, 
for ſv it wonld be in me) 'tis fit I contradiat them 
as particularly as they accuſe me. I ſay then ſo- 
mnly, that IT am ſo far from having been bred at 
$.Omers and having received Orders at Rome, that 1 
never was at either Place ; nor do 1 know any bo- 
dy there ; nor had Ievera Correſpondency with 
any one in thoſe Places , which is another Story 
invented againſt ms. Andas for my officiating in the 
Kings Chappel, or any other, it is o ridiculous as 

as untrue, that beſides that no body can do 
it but a Prieſt, and that 1 have been marryed 
to a Woman of ſome Condition above fixteen 
Years, which noPrieft can be, by any Diſpen- 
ſation whatever, I have not ſo much as Jookt 
into any Chappell of the Roman Religion, and 
conſequently not the Kings; though a common 
curiohity warrants it daily toPeople of all Per- 
ſwafions. 

And once for all, 1 do ſay that Tam a Protefant 
Difenter, and to that degree ſuch, tWat 1 challenge 
the moſt celebrated Proteſtant of the EngliſbChurch, 
or any other,upon that Head,be he Zay-man or Cler- 

Man, in Publich or in Private, For I would have 
uck People know,'tis not impoſſible for a True Pro- 
0k ant Difſenter vo be Dutiful, Thankful, and Ser- 

þ viceable to the King, though he be of the Roman 
of C atbolick Communion. We hold not our Property 
or Protettion from Him by our Perſwaſcon, and 
therefore His Perſwaſion ſhould not be the Meaſure 
of our Allegience.T am ſorry to ſee ſo many that ſeem 
fond of the Reformed Religion, by their Diſ- 
-affe&ion to Him,recommend it ſo ill.Whatever Pra- 
i Qices of Komen C atbolicks we might reaſonably ob- 
xt againſt (and we know ſuch there are} yet He 

$ diſclaim'd and reprehended thofe ill things, by 
His declared Opinion againſt Perſecution 3; by the 
Eaſe in which HeaQually indulges all Diſenters; 
and by the Confirmation he offers in Parliament 
for the Security of the Protefl ant Religion and Li- 
A berty of Conſcience. And in His Honour, as well 

as in my own Defence,l am obliged in Conſcience to 
& ſay that he has ever declared tome it was His 

'Opinion ; and on all occafions, when Dnbe, he ne- 
yer refuſed me the repeated Proofs of it, as of- 
ten as I hadany Poor Sufferer for Conſcience ſake 
to ſollicit His help for. 

But ſome may be apt to ſay, Why not any Body 
elſe as well as well as I? Why muſt 1 have the pre- 

Fferable acceſs to other Biſſenters, if not a Papiſt ? 1 


— 
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Anfwer, T know not that it is ſo. Bat this T know, 
that T have made it my Province and Bufineſs; I 
have followed and preſt it ; 1 took it for my Callk- 
ingand Station', and have kept it above theſe ſix- 
teen Years; and which is more, (if I may ſay it 
without Yanity or Keproach) wholly at my own 
Charges too« To this let me add the Relation my 
Father had to this Kings Service ; his pat ticular Fa- 
vour in getting me releaſed out of the Tow- 
er of Zondon in 69; my Fathers humble Re- 
queſt to Him upon his Yeath=Bed to protet me 
from the Inconveniences and Troubles my Perſwa- * 
fion might expoſe me to; and His Friendly Pro- 
miſe tb do it, and exatt Performance of it, from 
the moment I addrefled my ſelf to Him; I ſay, 
when all this is confidered, any Body that has the 
leaſt pretence to Good Nature, Gratitude, or 
Generoſity , muſt needs know how to interpret my 
Acceſs to the King. 

Perhaps ſome will be ready to ſay this is not all, 
nor is this yet a fault, but that I have been an 
Adviſer in other matrers, diſguttfur to the King- 
dom, and which tend to the Overthrow of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and the Liberties of the People. 
A likely thing indeed, that a Protefant Difſenter, 
who from fifteen Years old has been ( at times ) 
a Sufferer, in'bis Father's Family, in the Univerfity, 
and by the Government, ſor being fo, ſhoald de- 
ſign the Deſtrnftion of the Proteſtant Religion? 
This is juft as probable, as it is true thatI dy'd 4 
Feſuit ix years agoin Americe., Will men till 
ſuffer ſuch Stuff to paſs upon them ? Is any thing 
more fooliſh, as well as falſe, than that becanſe I am 
often at White-Hall,therefore I muſt be Author of 
all that is done there that does not pleaſe abroad?Bat 
ſuppoſing ſome ſuch things to have been done ; pray 
tell me, if I am bound to oppoſe any thing that I 
am not call'd todo? I never was a Member of Conn- 
cil, C abinet, or Cqpmittee, where the Aﬀairs of the 
Kingdom are tranſafted, 1 have ld no Otfice or 
Truit, and conſequently nothing can be ſaid to be 
done by me 3 nor, for that reaſon, could I Ire un- 
der any Tef or Obligation to diſcover my Opini- 
on of Publick Aﬀts of State ; and therefore, neither 
can any ſuchARs, or my Silence about them,in Ju- 
ſtice/he made my Crime. Yolanteers are Blanks and 
Cypbers in all Governments. And unleſs calling at 
W:ite-Hall once a day,ypon many Occaſions, or my 
not being tnrn'd ont of nothing, {for that no OF= 
fice is) be the Evidence of my Compliance in dif. 
agreeable things, I know not what elſe can with 
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any Truth be aledged againſt me. However, one 
Oe know, that I have every where moſt re- 
ligiouſly obſery'd, and endeavour'd in Converſa- 
tioa with Perſons of all Ranks and , Opinians, to 
allay Heats, aud moderate Extremities , eyen 18 
the Politicks. *Tis below me to be more parti- 
cular. But 1 am ſure it has been my endeavour, 
that if we could not all meet upon a Religious 
Bottomn.at leaſt we might meet upon a CijvilOne,the 
good of England ; - which is the common intereſt 
of King and People : That He might-be great. by 
- Juſtice, and we free by Obedieace; diſtinguiſhing 
rightly on the one hand, between Duty and Slave- 
#3, and on the other, between Liberty and Licene 
tiguſneſs. 

But, alas, I am -not without my Apprehenſions 
of the Caule, of this behavionr towards me, and 
in this. ] perceive, we agree; 1 mean, my conſtant 
Zeal for an Impartial Liberty of Conſcience. But if 
that be it, the Cauſe is too good to be in pain about 
it Icverunderſtoud That to be the natural Right 
of all men; and that ke, that. had a Religion with- 
out it, his Religion was none of his own. For 
what is not the Religion of a mans ck«-. <, is the 
Religion of him that impoſes it. So that Liberty 
of Conſcience is.the firſt Step to have a Religion. 
, This is. no new. Opinion with me. . I baye writ 
many Apolegies within the laſt twenty Years to 
defend it, and that impartially. Yet I have as con- 
ftantly declared, that Bounds ought to be ſet to 
this, Freedom, and that Morality was the beſt; 
and that as often as That was violated under a pre- 
tence of Conſcience, it was fit the Crvil Power 
ſhouldtake place.. Nor did I ever once think - of 
promoting any ſort of Liberty of Conſcience, for a- 
ny body, which did not preſerve the Common Pro- 
teſtancy of the Kingdom, and the Antient Rights 
of the Government ;. For to ſay Truth, the one 
cannot be maintained without rhe other. 

Upon the whole matter, I maſt ſay, I love F*- 
glayd; Tever did ſo; and that I am not in-ber 
Debt. Inever valued Time, Money, or Kindred, 
to.ſerve her and do her good.No Party could ever 


byaſs me to her. Prejudice, wer any Perſonal Inte» . 


reſt oblige me in her wrong. For I always ab- 
har'd diſcounting Private Favours. &t the Publicks 
C , 


Would 1 have made my Matket of the Fears 
and Jealoufies of People, when this King came to 


the Crown,'I had put Twewy Thouſard Pounds 


io my Pocket, and a Axndred and into n 
Prevince. For mighty numbers of People were 
then upon the Wing. But I. wav'd it all 3| hop'd fe 
better Times ; expeRed the Effefts of the Ki 
Word for Liberty of Conſcience, and Happineſs 
it; and till 1 (aw my own Friends, with the King 
dom, deliver'd from the Zegal Bondage, which - Pe 
nal Lews for Religion had ſubjeted them toy 
could with no >atisfaCtion think of leaving ® 
gland ;_ though much to my Prejudice - beyon 
Sea ,. and at my great Expence here; having 
in all this time- , never had eithzr Of 
or. Penſion, and refufing ever the Rewards « 
Gratuities of thofe I have been able to oblige. 
If therefore an-Univerſel Charity, if the aflerting 
an Impartial Liberty of Conſcience, if doing to oth 
as one would be done by, and an open avowing, anc 


ſteady prattilang of theſe things, inall times, to all 


Parties , will juttly lay a Man: under the RefleRi- 


on of being a Feſuit, or Papift of any Rank, I muſt. 


not-only: ſubmit to the CharaZer, but imbrace it 


too; And, I-care, not. who knows, Tcan-wearlBz; 


it with more Pleaſure , than it is poſſible for them 
with any Juſtice to give jtme, Fer theſe are Cor- 
ner Stones and Principles with me; and Tam ſcan» 
dalized at all Buildings that have them not for their 
Foundations. For Religion it ſelf is an empty 
Name without them; A Whited-Wall ; a Painted- 
pulcbre; NoLife or Virtue to the Soul ; No good 
or Example to-ones Neighbour. Let usnot flat 
our Selves; We cm never be the better for our Re 
ligion, if our Neighbour. be the .worſe for it, Our 
fault is, we are apt to be-mighty hot upon ſpecula- 
tive Errors, and break *!] Bounds in our Reſen 
ments; but we let prattic.1 ones paſs without R 
mark, if not without Repentance : As if a miſtake 


about an obſcure Propufitian of Faith were a great« 


er evil, than the breach of an undoubted Precept: 
Such a Religion the. Devils., themſelves are not 
without; for they have both Faith and Knowledges 
but their Faith doth not work- by Love, nor cheir 
Knowledge by Obedience. And if this be-their 
Judgment, can it be our.leffing ? 

Let us not thenthink Religion a higſons thing 3 
nor that Chri# came onely to make us - good 
Diſputants , but that - he came alſo to make us 
good Livers. Sincerity. goes farther than 
Capacity.It is Charity that deſervedly excels in the 
Chriſtian Rclegion. And happy would it be, if where 


, Unity ends,, Charity did begin, inftcad of. nav 
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that thou 


f 


'Railing', that almoft ever follow ? Tt ap- 
ars to me to be the way that God has found out 
4 appointed to moderate our Differences, and 
Le them atleaſt harmleſs to Society ; and there- 
xre,l confeſs, I dare not aggravate them- to Wrath 

nd Blood. Our Diſa ntlies in our Appre- 
-nfion, or belief -of things; and if the common 
:nemy of Mankind had not the governing of 
wr Aﬀe&ions and Paſſions, that Diſagreement 
puld not prove fuch a Canker, as it is, to Love 

1 Peace in Civil Societies. 

He that ſuffers his Difference with his Neigh- 

bour, about the orber World, to carry him beyond the 
ine- of- Moderation, in this, is the worſe for his 


rting Opinion, even thougb it be true. It 13s too little 
Bconnc red by 


Chriſtians, that men may bed the 
Truth in Unrightcouſneſs; jthat they may be 
Orthodox and not know what Spirit they are of. 
© were the Diſciples of our Lord. They believ- 
xd in him, yet let a falſe Zealdo violence to their 

; , and their unwarrantable heat contra- 
lit the great end of their Saviours coming, Love. 

Men may be angry for God's ſake, and kill 
People too. Chrift ſaid it, and too many have 

tiſed it» But what ſort of Chriſtians muſt they 
de, I pray, that can hate in his Name who bids us 
ove, and kill for his ſake, that forbids killing, and 
commands love, even to Enemies. 

Let not Men or Parties think to ſhift it off from 
themſelves. Tis not this Principle,or that Form, 
o which ſo great a Deſetiou is owing, but a de- 
generacy of Mind from God. Chriſtianity is not 
at Heart: No Fear of God in the inward parts : 


SNo aw of his Divine Omagipreſence. Self prevails, 


and breaks out , more oF leſs, throngh all Forms, 
but too plainly : ( Pride, Wrath, Luſt, Avarice: ) ſo 
People ſay to God, Thy Will be done, 
they do their own : Which ſhews them to be true 
Heathens under a mask of Chriftianity; that believe 
without Works, and repent without forlaking : bu- 


fie fot Forms, and the Temporal Benefits of them ; 


while true Religion, which is 0 Yift the Fatherleſs 
#nd the Widow, and to keep our ſelves unſpotted from 
uhe World , goes barefootyand like Lazarus is de- 
ſpiſed. Yet this was the Definition the Holy Ghoſt 
gave of Religion before Synods and Councils had 
the meddling with it, and modeling of it. In thoſe 
days Bewels were a good part of Religion, and that 
to the Fatherleſs and Widow, at large. We can 
hardly now extend them to thoſe of our own way. 


a. 
It was ſaid by him that could not fay amiſs, Feeay 
MR end the —— wa 
ſoevcr divides man's Heart from God, ſeparates it 
from his Neighbour ; and he that loves + ar 
ſelf 


* than God, can never love bis Neighbour as 


For(as the Apoſtle ſaid )if we do not love bim whom we 
ſee, how cau we God whom we beve wot ſeen? 

O that we could ſee ſome men 'as eager 'to 
turn People toGod, a they are to blow" them up, 
and ſet them one againſt another. 'But indeed 
thoſe only can have that pure and pious Zeal, who 
are themſelves turned to God, and have tafted 
the ſweetnefs of that Converfion, which is to 
Power not Form, to Godlineſs not Gain. Such 
as thoſe do bend their thoughts and pains to ap-= 
peafe, not increaſe, Heats and Animotities; to ex- 
hort People to look at home, ſweep their own 
Houſes, and weed their own Gardens. And in 
no Age or Time was there more need to ſet men 
to work in their own Heart , than this we live in ; 
when ſs buſie, wandering, unruly, and licentious 
a Spirit prevails. For whatever ſome men may 
think, The Diſeaſe of this K ingdom is Sin, Impie- 
ty agairfe'God, and want of Charity to men. 
And while this Guilt lies at our Door, Judgment 
cannot be far off. 

Now this being the Diſeaſe, 1 will briefly of- 
The firſt is, Da- 


fer two things for Cure of it. 
vids clean Heart and right Spirit, which he aſk'd 
and had of "God. Without this we muft be @ 


Cbaos ſtill, For the Diftemper is withinz and 
our Lord ſaid, All Evil comes from thence. Set 
the inward Man right, and the outward man can- 
not be wrong. That is the Helm that governs 
the humane Veſlel. And this nothiag can do but 
an inward Principle, the Light and Grace thit 
came by Chriff, which the Scripture tells us En- 
lightens every one, and bas appeared to all men. It is 
prepoſteronsto think that he, who made the World, 
ſhould ſhow leaft care of the beft part of it, 
our Souls. No, he that gave us an outward Lu- 
minary for eur Bodies, hath given ns an inward 
one for our Minds to at by. We have it : And 
*tis ozr Condemnation that we don't love it, and 
bring our Deeds to it. "Tis by this we ſee our 
Sins, are made ſenſible of them, ſorry for them, 
and finally forſake them. And he that thinks to 
goto Heaven a nearer way will, 1 fear, belate 
his Soul, and be irreparably miſtaken. There are 


but Goats aud Sheep at laſt ; whatever ſhapes we 
C wear 


= _—— = —— 
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wear here» Let's dt therefore, 'Dear Friend, 
deceive our ſelves. Our Souls are a Stake. 
wou's be mocked. What we ſow we muſt expe to 
reap. . There is 10. in the Grave; which | 

if not there, then no where elſe. _ 
To ſum-up: this Divinity of ane, It is the 

Light of Jeſus in our Souls that gives us a true 
of our ſelves, and that Sight that leads- us to Re- 
s which begets Humility, and 
rankilicy that. true. Charity that covers. a mult;- 
; .whi God's Expedient 


is: | | 
in God, Chrif, the Spirit, and Scr 
yd, ry are Eternal Rewards and Pu- 
niſbments, and that the PFertuous ſhall receive the- one, . 
and the Wicked ſuffer the other; I ſay, fince this 'is 
the common Faith of Chriftexdom, let us all refblve 
inthe treagth.of God to live up to what w24 
in, y we. fall out ſo miſerably «bout the reft in 
ich we differ. . 1 am perſwaded, the Change and 
ich that pious courſe would bring us to, 
would go very far todiſpoſe our Natidres to. com- 
pound eafily for all the reft ; and we might hope 
yet to ſee happy days in poor Frglend ; fer there I 


| % : 
'O ;) ; 4 


- Commanions towards thoſe that di 


of every relk 

preſent MiniRte 

of the Pariſhes of FNGLAND) to th 
lat day 


at 
' uſing -the. utmoſt -of their: Endeavoy 
their reſpe&i 
r from the 
But this I'know,/atid muſt |; 
| .alſd my own Soul wit 
it, God requires Moderation, and Humility fri 
us; For he is at hand who will not ſpare to jud 
var Impaticncy, if. we. have no Patience for «< 


- another. The Eternal. God rebuke (1 beſee 
- him) the wrath of maa ; and humble Alt under 4 
- ſenſe of the Bvil of this. day; and,yet (unworthy 


were ) give us Peace, for his. holy Name's ſak 
It isnow time to end this Letter ; and 4 will 
it without ſaying any -more than this. 
ſcelt my Defence againſt popular Calumny; The 
ſceſt what my thoughts-are of our Condition, a 
the way to better it ; and thou ſeeſt my hearty 
humble Prayer to Almighty God to incline ys 
be wiſe, if it were but for our own fakes. I (hall or 
add,that 1am extreamly ſenſible of the Kindaeſs a 
Jaftice intended me'by my-Friends on this Occafic 
and that I am for that and many more reaſons, wi 


would have ſo good a Work begun, And how it great Truth anJ Efteem, | 
TEDDINGTON, Ottober . Thy obliged and 
the 24th. 1688.  effeftionate Friend, | 
—— 


POSISCERIP-'T: 
| @ jr" thing-in reference to my-ſelf I _ to mention, I have been by ſore - 


ple with great art rendred :power 
obnoxious, which hath often drawn from 


I, that I might be made guilty, at] 
me this Expreffion to -my-Acquaintan 


I have all the Inconyenience of a man of Power and Intereft, but nothing. of the 
allity or advantage of that CharaRer.. One thing I will ay, and end; 1 mnft 
as.] would be done by, and cannot with fine Diftiactions -or popular Humor, 


ſolve my ſelf from that Dnty ; for, I thank God, I am what 1 was, and will be w 
Iam, with highelp, Jet the World ſay what it will, Faremel, 


FINIS:. 


W.P. 


